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BLACK FEMINISTS 
PREPARE POLICIES 


A Drive Against Racist and 
Sexist Films Is Proposed 


By JUDITH CUMMINGS 

The National Organization of 
Black Feminists would up its 
first organizing conference yes- 
terday by preparing an agenda 
of’ policy proposals ranging 
from seeking Government mon- 
cy for the establishment of dru; 
programs run by black femi- 
nists for the exclusive treat- 
ment of black women-addicts to 
mounting a campaign of “box- 
office women-cotts of racist, 
sexist films.” 

Margaret Slonn, leader of the 
group and a former cditor of 
Ms. magazine, said the organi- 
zation would hold a convention 
“cight or nine months from 
now” to consider the Issues 
raised in this weckend’s mect- 
ing for formal inclusion in the 
group's policies. 

The three-day conference, at 
the Cathedral Church of St. 
John the Divine, drew black wo- 
men from throughout the coun- 
try to discuss the dual prob- 
lems of racism and sexism. By 
the meeting’s end, 425 partic- 
ipants had registered, Miss 
Sloan said. - 

A number of the 150 women 
at yesterday's session said they 
intended to set up chapters in 
their home cities. 

“I'm delighted with this con- 
feredce and the setting up of 
this organization,” Jacqueline 
Lubell of Norwalk, Conn., told 
the group, adding, “Now I have 
a place co work.” 

Mrs, Lubell said she had 
worked with a predominantly 
white women’s center In Nor- 
walk, which jn turn worked 
with organizations in the blacic 
movement, and had been dis- 
satisfled with both. 

“Black militant organizations 
are so male chauvinist that wo- 
men either dropped out or got 
kicked out—there was no cu- 
operation between the men and 
the women,” Mrs. Lubell de- 
clared, 

Mrs. Lubell received a stand- 
ing ovation when she told the 
black feminists that theirs was 
the first conference she had 
attended where there had not 
been “a battle between the 
‘straights’ and the ‘gays.’ The 
participants acknowledged this 
conflict as a serious flaw of the 
white women’s-rights move- 
ment and one they intended to 
avoid. 

One of several standing com- 
mittees of the black-feminists 
organization in New York—the 
organization was founded here 
last August—is a panel on 
“triple oppression,” which fo- 
cuses on the problems of black 
lesbians. Other committees of 
the local organization, which 
has offices at 370 Lexington 
Avenue, near 40th Street, mect 
on such subjects as “black 
women-addicts’ and “black 
women in welfare.” 

Reporting on yesterday’s con- 
ference workshop on drug ad- 
diction, Ashaki Taha, a student 
at Sarah Lawrence College, pre- 
sented a proposal to seek 
financing from the State and 
the National Institute for Men- 
tal Health, to establish a 
“black-feminists collective” for 
the rehabilitation of black 
women who are drug addicts. 

Existing drug programs, she 
declared, do not adequately re- 
habilitate black women in “life 
skills,” including basic educa- 
tion and money management. 
The “collective” she proposed 
would be administered by black 
feminists for black women and 
their children. At the very 
least, she said, programs must 
be instituted to “sensitize exist- 
ing stats to the ramifications of 
being black and female.” 

A report on “black women in 
the media” criticized racist and 
sexist stereotypes on network 
television and in the film indus- 
try. Suggestions were put forth 
for “‘buying-strikes in the major 
markets of the 25 top television 

‘ advertisers” and for ‘box-office 
women-cotts of racist, sexist 
films,” 
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